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November 13, 2019 
 
 
To:  Araceli Lopez 

Alexa Rodriguez 
Liliana Delgado  
Trinity Dearborn  
Hugo Perez 
Brian Gonzalez 
Kortni Lewis 

 
On behalf of my leadership team and myself, thank you for meeting with us November 7 in 
the Sun Room, and for the opportunity to share the actions we will take in response to your 
demands. 
 
Attached is a document that lists each demand and our responses. We wanted to ensure 
each response was thorough and transparent, so you will find that some of the responses 
are similar or repetitive. This document also outlines how we plan to address each 
actionable issue. This is a living document; it is posted, along with this letter, on the 
Campus Climate website and will be updated with a progress column to measure progress 
and completion. 
 
With your support, together we can make the outlined actions the next steps that lead us in 
the right, positive direction for our entire university community. 
 
Last Thursday, you requested a second meeting to discuss your demands. My leadership 
team and I would like to schedule a second meeting with you the week of January 27, 2020, 
to update you on the progress of our actions. We are starting our work right away to 
implement these actions.  
 
We also encourage campus to engage in upcoming opportunities that help us build a 
genuine community that promotes the advancement of knowledge, cooperation, and 
leadership. Foremost for all of us is to commit to attending and fully participating in the 
Thomas L. Hill ISCORE Conference, March 6, 2020, our signature annual event on race and 
ethnicity. We will aim for record attendance of students, faculty and staff. 
 
Also, two upcoming ISU Lectures in January are exceptional in their timeliness of subject 
matter. These invited speakers will share valuable expertise and insights on how we can 
overcome historical and divisive biases in our society: 

• The 2020 Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy Series Keynote Speaker, Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, 
one of the nation’s foremost historians and leading antiracist voices, who will speak 
Jan. 23 on “How to Be an Antiracist.” 

https://www.campusclimate.iastate.edu/responses/sar
https://www.iscore.iastate.edu/conference/
https://www.lectures.iastate.edu/lectures/how-be-antiracist


• On Jan. 30, the 2019-2020 Hilton Endowed Chair Lecture Series will feature Dr. 
Nolan Cabrera, a nationally recognized expert in racism/anti-racism, speaking on 
“White Immunity: Working Through the Pedagogical Pitfalls of Privilege.” 

 
Thank you again for your individual voices and your collective determination to stand up 
against racism and discrimination.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Wendy Wintersteen 
President 
 
cc: Jonathan Wickert, Senior Vice President and Provost 

Martino Harmon, Senior Vice President for Student Affairs 
Reginald Stewart, Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion 
Michael Newton, Associate Vice President for Public Safety and Chief of Police 
Michael Norton, University Counsel 
Austin Graber, Student Government President 
Vishesh Bhatia, Student Government Vice President 
Eleanor Field, GPSS President 
James Klimavicz, GPSS Vice President  
 

 
 

https://www.lectures.iastate.edu/lectures/white-immunity-working-through-pedagogical-pitfalls-privilege

